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	Finding financial aid today can be a tough road to travel
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	Students and their families bear the burden of finding the way
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	The options are unbelievably complicated and confusing
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	You can raise the money you need if you follow the right map
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	Follow this three-step roadmap to get you where you want to go

	[image: image7.wmf]Act II: Develop the action



	5-Minute Column: How?
	15-Minute Column: How?
	45-Minute Column: How?

	Reach Milestone 1 by figuring out how much money you need
	First, complete the FAFSA correctly and completely
	Submit the FAFSA on time

	
	
	Review your Student Aid Report

	
	
	Make a note of your Expected Family Contribution

	
	Second, calculate your contribution based on the Principle of Need
	Determine how much your family can contribute

	
	
	Add up all scholarships and gifts you expect

	
	
	If you will work, calculate how much you will earn

	
	Third, calculate cost of attendance for the schools you may attend
	Tally the total tuition and fees you will need to pay

	
	
	Determine living expenses including rent

	
	
	Add any other personal expenses you might have

	Reach Milestone 2 by applying for need-based aid
	Apply for Federal and state aid 
	Consider the various federal loan programs

	
	
	Expect a Pell grant if your EFC is at or below

	
	
	Expect an Oregon Opportunity Grant if your EFC is at or below

	
	Apply for Campus-based aid
	Contact your school’s financial aid office to see if you can apply for workstudy programs

	
	
	Contact your school’s financial aid office to determine whether you qualify for a Perkins loan

	
	
	Consider non-workstudy positions on campus

	
	Apply for other need-based aid
	Review the university handbook to determine other internal scholarships for which you may qualify

	
	
	Visit these websites to help discover other outside scholarship opportunities

	
	
	Inquire with your affiliations (church, fraternal organizations, etc) about scholarship opportunities

	Reach Milestone 3 by applying for other aid, and then selecting the best
	Apply for merit-based aid
	Find sources based on special characteristics at

	
	
	Find sources based on skill, talent at

	
	
	Find sources based on ability at

	
	Apply for alternative aid
	Review the alternative lender list

	
	
	Brainstorm a list of other resources

	
	
	Take note of the wide range of interest rates among alternative lenders

	
	Choose the best mix of aid that fits your needs
	Create an award letter comparison overview

	
	
	Match your needs against the criteria for the aid

	
	
	Make the appropriate choice according to your criteria
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	Will you be able to raise the money you need for college?

	[image: image9.wmf]Act III: Frame the resolution
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	Find your way through the clutter and you can raise the money
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	Follow this three-step roadmap to get you where you want to go
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	Finding the way to financial aid
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	A smart roadmap to success
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